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Governor Plans to Sign Minority Impact Statement into Law Tomorrow

Des Moines, Iowa – Representative Wayne Ford (D-Des Moines), who authored the
Minority Impact Statement bill this session, is honored that Governor Chet Culver will sign the
bill into law tomorrow.  HF 2393 combines two bills requiring that state government determine
the impact that state grants have on the minority community and the impact that any new
criminal legislation has on Iowa’s minorities.  The bill signing will take place tomorrow April
17th, 12:00pm at the John R. Grubb Family YMCA center located at 1611 11th St in Des Moines.
Governor Chet Culver, Representative Wayne Ford, other legislators and various community
leaders will be present.   People of he community who will benefit from this legislation will also
be in attendance.

“This is landmark legislation and is a remarkable step in addressing the special circumstances of
Iowa’s minority population,’ Ford said.

Marc Mauer, Executive Director of the Sentencing Project has said, “If these series of bills
become law, it will be the first of its kind in the nation.”  Upon hearing news of the official bill
signing tomorrow, Mauer corresponded with Representative Wayne Ford by saying, “Wayne,
you are our hero!  This is groundbreaking work and will help to fuel this movement around the
nation.”

 House File 2393 will require that the correctional impact statements currently required by law
must also include any impact on minorities in Iowa.  Current law requires information on
whether new legislation will have an impact on our prisons and correctional institutions.  This
bill will now determine if there is a unique effect on minorities.

Also, House File 2393 requires that any applicant for a grant from a state of Iowa agency must
include a minority impact statement that indicates if there will be any disproportionate or unique
impact on minority persons in Iowa.  If there is an impact, the applicant must explain the
rationale for such an impact.  In addition, they must disclose whether representatives of minority
persons were consulted about the impact.

The above bill defines minority persons as women, persons with a disability, Blacks, Latinos,
Asians or Pacific Islanders, American Indians, or Alaskan Native Americans.
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